
IWC PRESENTS THE FIRST  
BIG PILOT’S WATCH WITH  

A CHRONOGRAPH FUNCTION

Schaffhausen, 25th November 2021 - IWC Schaffhausen has unveiled the Big Pilot’s Watch Monopusher 

Edition “Le Petit Prince”, the first Big Pilot’s Watch with a chronograph function. The mechanical stopwatch 

is controlled via a single push-button which is beautifully integrated into the distinctive conical crown. 

Limited to 500 pieces, this “Le Petit Prince” edition features the characteristic deep-blue sunburst dial and 

a stainless-steel case.

Chronographs are a core competence of IWC.  
The mechanical stopwatch is also a mainstay in the 
brand’s Pilot’s Watches collection. Now, the Swiss 
luxury watch manufacturer pairs its most iconic aviator’s 
watch with a chronograph function for the first time.

“IWC has always been about tackling engineering 
challenges and finding technically elegant solutions.  
We have had the idea to present a Big Pilot’s Watch with 
a chronograph function for some time now. However, 
one can hardly imagine the unmistakable design with 
the large case and conical crown with two chronograph 
pushers on the side of the case. Therefore, we hit 
upon the surprising and at the same time logical idea 
to integrate a monopusher chronograph,” explains 
Christian Knoop, Creative Director of IWC Schaffhausen.

The monopusher chronograph is controlled via a 
single push-button integrated into the crown, making 
it exceptionally user-friendly and practical. When the 
button is pushed once, a new timing starts. Pressing the 
button a second time stops the timing. Stop times of up 
to one hour are displayed on the totaliser at 12 o’clock. 
When the button is pushed a third time, the chronograph 
is reset to zero.

In the tradition of IWC’s special editions in honour 
of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s world-famous novel,  

the Big Pilot’s Watch Monopusher Edition “Le Petit Prince” 
features the signature deep-blue sunburst dial. It is 
complemented with a stainless-steel case and rhodium-
plated hands. In addition, the hands, indices, and applied 
numerals have been coated with luminous material to 
make the dial easier to read at night.

The IWC-manufactured 59365 calibre is one of three 
in-house chronograph movements from IWC. Alongside 
the movements from the 69000 and 89000 calibre 
families, it underscores the comprehensive expertise 
that IWC has acquired in the design and manufacturing 
of chronographs. In addition, it is also the brand’s 
only chronograph movement that is wound manually: 
70 revolutions of the crown are enough to build up the 
maximum power reserve of eight days. A power-reserve 
indication on the back of the movement, which can be 
seen through the sapphire-glass case back, shows the 
energy remaining in the mainspring.

Fitted with a brown calfskin strap with a folding clasp, the 
Big Pilot’s Watch Monopusher Edition “Le Petit  Prince” 
is available through IWC boutiques, authorised retail 
partners or online on IWC.com. In addition, the timepiece 
is eligible for registration under the My IWC care 
programme and can benefit from a 6-year extension to 
the standard 2-year International Limited Warranty.
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FE ATU R E S

Mechanical movement – Monopusher chronograph with minutes and seconds stop function –  
Power reserve display – Date display – Small hacking seconds – Glass secured against displacement  
by drops in air pressure – See-through sapphire-glass back – Limited to 500 pieces

 
M OVE M E NT

IWC-manufactured calibre	 59365
Frequency	 28,800 vph / 4 Hz
Jewels	 36
Power reserve	 192 h (8 days)
Winding	 Hand-wound

 
WATCH

Materials	� Stainless steel case, deep blue dial, rhodium-plated hands and appliques, 
brown calfskin strap with folding clasp

Glass	 Sapphire, convex, anti-reflective coating on both sides 
Water-resistant	 6 bar
Diameter	 46.2 mm
Height	 14.6 mm

BIG PILOT’S WATCH MONOPUSHER 
EDITION “LE PETIT PRINCE”

R E F.  IW51 5202
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IWC SCHAFFHAU S E N

In 1868, the American watchmaker and entrepreneur 
Florentine Ariosto Jones travelled from Boston to 
Switzerland and founded the ‘International Watch 
Company’ in Schaffhausen. His visionary dream was to 
combine advanced American manufacturing methods 
with the craftsmanship of Swiss watchmakers to make the 
best pocket watches of his time. In doing so, he not only 
laid the foundation for IWC’s unique engineering approach 
but also established the centralised production of 
mechanical watches in Switzerland.

Over its 150 year history, IWC Schaffhausen has developed 
a reputation for creating functional complications, 
especially chronographs and calendars, which are 
ingenious, robust, and easy for customers to use.  
A pioneer in the use of titanium and ceramics, IWC today 
specialises in highly engineered technical watch cases 
manufactured from advanced materials, such as titanium-
aluminide and Ceratanium®. Preferring the principle of 
“form follows function” over decoration, the Swiss watch 
manufacturer’s timeless creations embody their owners’ 
dreams and ambitions as they journey through life.

IWC sources materials responsibly and takes action to 
minimise its impact on the environment, creating 
intrinsically sustainable timepieces that are built to last for 
generations. The company prides itself in training its own 
future watchmakers and engineers, as well as offering an 
excellent working environment for all employees. IWC also 
partners with organisations that work globally to support 
children and young people.

DOWN LOADS

Images of the Big Pilot’s Watch Monopusher 
Edition “Le Petit Prince” can be obtained at 
press.iwc.com

FU RTH E R I N FO R MATIO N

IWC Schaffhausen
Public Relations department
Email		 press-iwc@iwc.com
Website		 press.iwc.com

I NTE R N E T AN D SOCIAL M E D IA

Website	 iwc.com
Facebook	 facebook.com/IWCWatches
YouTube	 youtube.com/iwcwatches
Twitter	 twitter.com/iwc
LinkedIn	 linkedin.com/company/
	 iwc-schaffhausen
Instagram	 instagram.com/iwcwatches
Pinterest	 pinterest.com/iwcwatches
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