
PRESS CUTTINGS 

CHINA 



















封面新闻记者 李雪丹

点点星光，互诉生活奇遇，盈盈笑语，共度团圆良宵。中秋佳节将至，以璀璨的珠宝寄托相

思，传达满满爱意。

Buccellati布契拉提Hawaii Diamond Hearts系列

Buccellati布契拉提甄以别出心裁的巧思表达温暖爱意，织就精彩曼妙时光。Hawaii

Diamond Hearts系列珠宝，展现旖旎魅力与意式风情，再度打造品牌标志性作品。
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中介给所长打招呼才
藏着多少猫儿腻
302万 阅读

20岁女生脑袋里惊
活虫， 医生：或与
137万 阅读
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Promoted Link

热门精选

20 € - Yoox

€ 446,51 - Ristoattrezzature

Nuovi arrivi ogni giorno - Spedizion

又被指婚内出轨，向太忙着为儿子挽

何却不回应？_网友_郭碧婷_美女

刘浩存母亲致女童瘫痪，女童父亲：

清，双方关系还行_受伤

Congelatore professionale a pozze

24小时热文

1

2

小八卦！_童瑶好_片酬_业内

  by Taboola Sponsored Links 

€ 1 640,89 - Ristoattrezzature

da €16 - GetYourGuide

Intesa Sanpaolo

Verisure

Abbattitore surgelatore di
temperatura professionale 5 tegl…

Crociera di 1 ora sulla Senna

Sei un’impresa che vuole ridurre
l’impatto ambientale? Scopri i…

La sicurezza per la casa e la
famiglia con Verisure. Promo…

新闻 体育 汽车 房产 旅游 教育 时尚 科技 财经 娱乐 无障碍 更多 

Locate di Triulzi OPEN 10:00 – 21:00

Via Milano 5, Scalo Milano Outlet & More, Locate di Triulzi
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我来说两句

本系列作品设计可追溯至上世纪30年代，灵感源自夏威夷花环。其中的黄金圆环由金线手

工缠绕而成，彼此轻盈交织。作品上饰有镶钻白金心形环，从而营造出精致的层次感。

柔美珠光 MIKIMOTO全新Mikimoto M Collection吊链

中秋节将至，MIKIMOTO以天然成圆的珍珠寄托相思之情，推出全新Mikimoto M Collection

吊链，以闪烁星光包裹温润珍珠，烘托其乐融融的欢快氛围。

声明：该文观点仅代表作者本人，搜狐号系信息发布平台，搜狐仅提供信息存储空间服务。

发布于：四川省

关注！这个国家出现
炎：已造成6人感染
101万 阅读

近三个月卖出20亿
愿望可能真要实现了
282万 阅读

央视中秋晚会官宣首
英李宇春李易峰等人
182万 阅读
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  by Taboola Sponsored Links 

€ 1 640,89 - Ristoattrezzature

da €16 - GetYourGuide

Intesa Sanpaolo

Verisure

Abbattitore surgelatore di
temperatura professionale 5 tegl…

Crociera di 1 ora sulla Senna

Sei un’impresa che vuole ridurre
l’impatto ambientale? Scopri i…

La sicurezza per la casa e la
famiglia con Verisure. Promo…

新闻 体育 汽车 房产 旅游 教育 时尚 科技 财经 娱乐 无障碍 更多 

Locate di Triulzi OPEN 10:00 – 21:00

Via Milano 5, Scalo Milano Outlet & More, Locate di Triulzi
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STARLOOK

Mostra del Cinema di Venezia 2022, tutti i look

(Photo by Vittorio Zunino Celotto/Getty Images) VITTORIO ZUNINO CELOTTO/GETTY IMAGES

People Show News Beauty & Health Fashion Lifestyle Food & Travel Next Video Podcast Vanity Fa

Italia

https://www.vanityfair.it/fashion/starlook
https://www.vanityfair.it/
https://www.vanityfair.it/people
https://www.vanityfair.it/show
https://www.vanityfair.it/news
https://www.vanityfair.it/beauty-benessere
https://www.vanityfair.it/fashion
https://www.vanityfair.it/lifestyle
https://www.vanityfair.it/cibo-viaggi
https://www.vanityfair.it/next
https://www.vanityfair.it/video
https://www.vanityfair.it/podcast
https://www.vanityfair.it/tag/event/vanity-stories


Matilde Gioli in Giorgio Armani

Oggi eterea. 

Voto: 6/7



Gli orecchini Buccellati di Matilde Gioli



Stunning Matilde Gioli in Buccellati at the 79th Venice International Film Festival 

Italy, Venice - For the 2022 edition of the 79th Venice International Film Festival, Matilde Gioli wore Italian jewelry 
Maison Buccellati on the red carpet.  

Italian actress, Matilde Gioli, wore the Rombi Eternelle in white and yellow gold set with 14 round brilliant cut diamonds 
(0.38 cts), the Ramage Eternelle in white and yellow gold set with 24 rose cut diamonds, the  Eternelle band in white 
and yellow gold set with 60 round brilliant cut diamonds (1.39 cts), and the Eternelle band in white and yellow gold set 
with 16 rose cut diamonds. She complimented her sparkling look with the Opera Tulle Earrings in yellow gold set with 
mother of pearl and diamonds.



PRESS CUTTINGS 

JAPAN



  E L L E  S H O P

FASHION >  ファッションストリートスナップ（海外）

ロングワンピースが大活躍！ パリジェンヌ流・晩夏のワンピコーデ8

晩夏のパリでもやっぱりワンピースの支持率が圧倒的！　秋の気配を少しだけ盛り込んだ、パリジェンヌた

ちの最新スナップをお届け。

By Chisato Yamada  2022/08/27

https://www.elle.com/jp/
https://elleshop.jp/?sid=eol_20151101_logo_pc&utm_source=eol&utm_medium=sister&utm_campaign=eol_20151101_logo_pc
https://www.elle.com/jp/fashion/
https://www.elle.com/jp/fashion/snap/
https://www.elle.com/jp/author/219792/chisato-yamada/
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조회수: 44

her finest

8월 31, 2022

에디터 이주이 | 어시스턴트 신정임 | photographed by park jae yong

일상의 순간을 밝혀주는 스몰 주얼리 워치.

� � 최신기사 공유하기

http://www.stylechosun.co.kr/online/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/%EC%A3%BC%EC%9D%B4_%EB%A0%88%EC%9D%B4%EB%94%94-%EC%9B%8C%EC%B9%98-%EA%B3%A0%ED%95%B4%EC%83%81.jpg
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조회수: 50

Wrist Check

8월 31, 2022

에디터 성정민 | 어시스턴트 신정임 | photographed by park jae yong

볼드한 브레이슬릿 하나면 심플한 룩에 강렬한 인상을 남길 수 있다.

� � 최신기사 공유하기

http://www.stylechosun.co.kr/online/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/%EC%A0%95%EB%AF%BC_%EB%B3%BC%EB%93%9C-%EB%B8%8C%EB%A0%88%EC%9D%B4%EC%8A%AC%EB%A6%BF-1P-%EA%B3%A0%ED%95%B4%EC%83%81.jpg


Search

조회수: 39

Ruby Queen
8월 31, 2022

포토그래퍼 박재용 | 에디터 이주이 | 어시스턴트 신정임

� � 최신기사 공유하기

http://www.stylechosun.co.kr/online/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/%EC%A3%BC%EC%9D%B4_%EC%9D%B8%EC%82%AC%EC%9D%B4%ED%8A%B8-%EB%A3%A8%EB%B9%84-%EC%A3%BC%EC%96%BC%EB%A6%AC%EA%B3%A0%ED%95%B4%EC%83%81.jpg
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تسجل|أيقونيّاتسياحةمهارات عربيةأسلوب حياةمجوهرات وساعاتجمالموضة

ENGLISH

مجوهرات وساعات
مجوهرات الكوكتيل – جمال خالد بتفاصيله الغنية

صورة الغلاف من بياجيه
ممزوجة بروعة عشرينيّات التسعين ورومانسيّة الفترة هذه، تبرز مجوهرات الكوكتيل بجمالها الخالد بغنى

تفاصيله. غنيّة بالزينة والتفاصيل المتقنة، إنّها عبارة عن عالم مليء بالدقّة والرقيّ يقدّم لمحبّات
المجوهرات روائع جديرة لتوريثها من جيل إلى جيل.

في أيّامنا هذه، تتّخذ دور المجوهرات مأخذًا أكثر عصريّة للأسلوب هذا – فتحاكي النساء المعاصرات بلغتهنّ
الجماليّة. وباستمرار الأوقات بالتغيّر وبهيمنة الصيحات على كلّ المجالات حتى على عالم المجوهرات، تسير

مجموعات المجوهرات الراقية مع التيار لتحيي قطعًا لا تناسب الأمسيات الأنيقة فحسب، بل حفلات
الكوكتيل أيضًا. ولم تعد كلمة "كوكتيل" مرتبطة حصرًا بالخواتم إذ أصبحت تشمل كلّ أنواع المجوهرات. غير

أنّ الهدف يبقى واحدًا: لفت الأنظار بجمال القطع المماثلة اللبق.

لدينا المفضّلة الراقية المجوهرات إبداعات تشمل لائحة بحذر لك جمعنا كلمة، ألف عن تغني صورة أنّ وبما

خاتم كوكتيل من بوتشيلاتي   
 

https://www.azyaamode.com/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%A9
https://www.azyaamode.com/ar/%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84
https://www.azyaamode.com/ar/%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.azyaamode.com/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%86%D9%85%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A9
https://www.azyaamode.com/ar/%D9%85%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9
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Zawe Ashton, the star of new must-see period drama
Mr Malcolm’s List, is the October cover

Wowee, Zawe! Miss Ashton is ripping up the Regency rule book in Hollywood’s Austen-esque
Mr Malcolm’s List. Just don’t ask her about her own A-list Mr Darcy…
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ZAWE ASHTON WEARING RAMI AL ALI COUTURE AND JEWELLERY BY VAN CLEEF AND
ARPELS Luc Braquet

On a sweltering Friday night in London, The Soho Hotel is a surprising hive of big names. While
the Booker Prize-winning author Howard Jacobson is in the doorway, Aquaman – aka Jason



Momoa – passes around the back in a jaunty white beret. And, sitting in a corner of the
restaurant, there’s Bridgerton’s Jonathan Bailey, whom Zawe Ashton waves to giddily when she
walks in. ‘I do actually know Jonathan,’ says the 38-year-old actress once she’s plonked herself on
the banquette next to me, ‘in case you think, “Oh! She’s bold!”’ She is wearing a black wrap dress,
her hair simple and straight – all very low-key, except for the enormous ring, liberally encrusted
with gems, on her wedding �nger. This comes, I assume, courtesy of her equally starry �ancé –
and father of her soon-to-be-born baby – actor Tom Hiddleston. 

I had wondered which Ashton I’d get tonight – panicked that, what with an A-list partner, a
superhero franchise job and a Broadway stint under her belt, she had been ironed out by the
Tinseltown machine. But the smiley, huggy woman who has just swept across the restaurant,
starting to say ‘Hiiiii!’ from a full 10 metres away, hardly seems to be some Garbo-like recluse. To
be honest, the Hackney-raised star is always hard to miss. She can be monosyllabic, like Vod, her
gloriously deadpan character in the cult sitcom Fresh Meat, or angsty like her ‘gallerina’ Josephina
in Net�ix’s Velvet Buzzsaw. Or she can be just a normal, serene, very adult adulterer, like her
Emma in the recent West End and Broadway revival of Harold Pinter’s Betrayal – yes, the one
where she met Hiddleston. But large-eyed, large-laughed, larger-than-life, she certainly can’t be
ignored. Even less so when you consider that she is an actor-writer-director-activist – everything
but the kitchen sink. 

Ashton’s �rst ever job was on the kids’ TV show Jackanory when she was six. Since then, she has
written several plays, including For All the Women Who Thought They Were Mad; she has
directed short �lms and developed TV series; she had a phase of doing performance poetry
(‘before it was cool’); and she has inevitably published her own book, Character Breakdown,
which details her many travails in the showbiz industry. This summer, you’ll have spotted her in
Maryland, a harrowing BBC drama by Lucy Kirkwood, exploring violence against women. And
next year sees her in her biggest role to date, playing the (as yet unnamed) villain in the ultra-
feminist new Marvel instalment, The Marvels. If she doesn’t always take the easy route, if she’s
always fought to get her voice heard, you get the impression she generally tends to win. 

READ MORE

WATCH: October cover star Zawe Ashton takes on Tea
With Tatler 
As Regency period drama Mr Malcolm’s List hits the silver screen, Ashton tackles
some deviously di�cult questions over a spot of tea 
By Tatler
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WEARING A DRESS BY ERDEM, SHOES BY ROGER VIVIER, EARRINGS BY FERNANDO JORGE
AND RINGS BY BUCCELLATI Luc Braquet

‘I’ve been saying no to work that I didn’t feel was right for me, or right for the world, since I was
about 12,’ she says, halfway through a dinner of �sh and chips with mushy peas followed by a
summery posset. This seriousness is o�set by a very da�y and Tiggerish enthusiasm: ‘Excuse me,’
Ashton later says over the posset, beckoning a waiter. ‘I’m just triple-checking that I can eat the
�owers on this.’ ‘Oh yes,’ replies the waiter happily – a relief for all of us, as Ashton has already
sco�ed them. ‘Do you see how I asked that after eating them?’ she sighs. ‘Other personality types
would wait for that guy to come along �rst. I’m like, “Er, am I gonna die shortly?”’ It would
obviously have been awful if Ashton had died, mid-interview, done in by a decorative �ower
garnish – but I rather think she would have relished the drama. 

We’re here �rst and foremost to discuss Mr Malcolm’s List, which has clearly bene�ted from the
Bridgerton e�ect. An adaptation of Suzanne Allain’s 2009 novel, it’s an Austen mash-up, where
the two main romantic leads – Sope Dirisu’s Jeremy Malcolm and Freida Pinto’s Selina Dalton –
have a Darcy-and-Lizzie-style romance, while Ashton’s character, Julia, comes across as a
particularly hoity-toity post Emma Woodhouse, whose machinations and manoeuvrings end in a
sweet self-reckoning. The familiarity of the tropes is o�set by the casting, which, as in Bridgerton,
is exhilaratingly diverse. Julia is, Ashton smiles, ‘a little Regency terroriser’. She is also, for long
stretches of the movie, the baddie, as she strives to punish Jeremy for cold-shouldering her. 



Is Ashton on a villain trip right now? She cocks her head. ‘I think that’s probably a phase I’ve
always been in – certainly the outsider phase.’ She then tweaks her answer: ‘I’ve always played
outliers, and that’s great. I think it’s where you can move the needle the most.’ Yet when pressed as
to why she tends to play an outsider, or outlier, she demurs. Perhaps it’s too on the nose. 

Zawedde Emma ‘Zawe’ Ashton was born in Hackney, to teachers Paul and Victoria: Paul from
Britain, Victoria originally from Uganda. She is the eldest of three and her �rst name means
‘princess’ in Swahili. The young Zawe sounds particularly precocious, always encouraged to read
and express herself; she recalls devouring Margaret Atwood’s The Robber Bride aged 11, which,
she admits now, was probably far too young. (‘Is there arson? I remember there being arson.’)
During her teenage years, Hackney rapidly gentri�ed. She does not view herself as part of that
wave. ‘I remember when it happened,’ she says. ‘When lots of people who looked like they worked
on The Big Breakfast descended on your postcode. They’d be knocking on people’s doors, looking
through windows, asking when they were thinking of moving. We called them the Shark Fins
because they all had that little shark-�n haircut – remember?’ (The capital remains her true home,
although she’s light on current speci�cs, settling on the description: ‘I’m London-ish.’) 



WEARING A DRESS BY CAROLINA HERRERA AND JEWELLERY BY HARRY WINSTON Luc
Braquet

Her parents always supported her artistic ambitions. She signed up for acting classes at the
illustrious Anna Scher Theatre in Islington and was soon working professionally alongside her
school studies. But the standout family tidbit is a nugget on the internet that says her grandfather
Paulo Muwanga was the president of Uganda. ‘Oh gurl, don’t go there,’ she mugs, full Drag Race-



style. ‘He was actually acting president [for a few weeks]. I’m not like one of the Obama girls.’
Ashton mostly remembers him as ‘a very old, lovely grandpa’, who died when she was young. But,
as a child, Ashton spent many summers in Uganda and still feels close to her heritage. ‘There’s a
lot of strength in having a duality,’ she muses. ‘We’re �nally seeing that more and more now as
something to be celebrated. When I was younger, that wasn’t the case.’ 

Ashton has spoken about being ‘badly bullied’ at school when acting work gave her a pro�le. ‘I
was this tall, skinny mis�t who was unapologetic about the things I was passionate about. I had a
sense of who I was and what I was into – and you’re not supposed to have that. You’re just
supposed to blend in,’ she told The Daily Telegraph in 2019. The feeling of being targeted as an
outsider continued when, as a young adult, she signed up for drama school in Manchester. ‘It was
rough,’ she says. ‘They break you down.’ Why? ‘I think they saw my keenness, my enthusiasm…’
Her fashion sense, for starters, was ‘experimental’, she grins. ‘Carrie Bradshaw on acid. I
remember, for one of the �rst club nights I went to in Manchester, I found this long, oversized,
stripy silk dress with a massive bow on the side, and I had a huge yellow visor with another bow.
Basically like I was going to Ascot in the 1980s.’ It went down ‘amazing’, she promises.
‘Sometimes I’d go to college dressed as a cheerleader.’ A pause. ‘Did I go as Snow White one
time?’ 



WEARING A DRESS BY RAMI AL ALI COUTURE, SHOES BY GIUSEPPE ZANOTTI AND
JEWELLERY BY VAN CLEEF & ARPELS Luc Braquet

She sighs. ‘I don’t know why, but sometimes they really want to wash you out.’ This continued
even when she started working full-time. Right after Fresh Meat, Ashton had in mind to create a
show similar to HBO’s Girls, which Lena Dunham wrote, starred in and directed, but instead she
got lost in ‘developmental hell’. ‘There was just this weird resistance. And bullying. Bullying,



demeaning, gaslighting… I was yelled at by one producer because I was questioning something
about my own work.’ I venture cautiously that, to some, Ashton might just have been too much
of a multi-hyphenate. ‘Yep,’ she says immediately. ‘We didn’t do that kind of thing here until the
success of things like I May Destroy You or Fleabag.’ 

All this has made her extra eager to help others. During one episode of Fresh Meat, she struck up a
conversation with a young bit-part actor. ‘I could see he was committed, clear-eyed about what he
wanted to do,’ she says. ‘And so I gave him my number.’ Not long after, the actor texted Ashton to
ask if she would write him a recommendation letter for his American visa, which she did. ‘And
then, 10 years later, I turned on Bridgerton and…’ The actor was Regé-Jean Page. Ashton doesn’t
take any credit for that (and she has texted him to check he’s OK with her telling the story) but she
does think people should give each other a hand. ‘We don’t fuel the �re of genuine enthusiasm in
the UK,’ she sighs. ‘It’s like, “Don’t get ideas above; stay calm; it’s not that good.” I appreciate
that, because I’m London through and through – I love that acerbic quality and I love that edge.
But it can be really damaging.’ 

Six years ago, Ashton moved to Margate to focus on her book, Character Breakdown, which is a
play on words: a ‘character breakdown’ is the short description of a part an actor tends to get with
a script – but it also means, obviously, a bit of personal disintegration. Unsurprisingly, during
more than 30 years of pretending to be other people, Ashton has experienced both, as she details
grimly and hilariously in the book, listing encounters with lecherous directors, callous agents,
scary celebrity stylists and more. We laugh several times about how miserable she makes the
industry sound. She also calls the book her ‘novel’ a lot, which I raise my eyebrows at a little
sceptically. ‘Well, it’s a �ctionalised memoir,’ she admits. ‘“Unconventional memoir” is what the
publishing house recommended we call it.’ 



WEARING A DRESS BY ERMANNO SCERVINO AND JEWELLERY BY VAN CLEEF & ARPELS Luc
Braquet

Margate was, she says, a conscious step back from acting, a way ‘to write myself out of the
toxicity’, as she puts it. ‘I didn’t want to audition, I didn’t want to have lattes with people that
went nowhere. I just thought, “I have to go and live by the sea and see what all the people who
don’t act have been doing for a long time, and how they’ve been making themselves happy.” And



then of course it didn’t work out, because I got bloody Velvet Buzzsaw.’ Dan Gilroy’s art-world
horror satire, where Ashton’s Josephina ends up in a twisted romance with Jake Gyllenhaal’s cold-
�sh art critic, is exactly the kind of o�beat work Ashton wanted to do. So she went to LA to �lm
it, published the book, and then got o�ered Betrayal, which came about after ‘Tom and I had
done a reading together of the central scene, at a gala for Harold Pinter’s birthday’. Cut to four-or-
so years later: here she is, engaged to Hiddleston and pregnant, too. But that’s pretty much the
only time she’ll say his name. 

Ashton and Hiddleston rarely speak publicly about their relationship, and reports suggest they
got together during the play. Their �rst red carpet as a couple was last September, then in March
this year to signal their engagement. But for the Mr Malcolm’s List premiere in June, Ashton
appeared alone, visibly pregnant, and glittering in an embellished tulle dress by Sabina Bilenko.
Recently, Hiddleston o�ered a full three words on the subject: ‘I’m very happy.’ Today, Ashton
o�ers a few more, to the same e�ect. I congratulate her on her big news. ‘Thanks,’ she beams. ‘It’s
wonderful.’ I’d read somewhere that she’d always wanted children. ‘I know,’ she acknowledges,
grimacing. ‘I used to talk about it all the time in interviews – it was really unsuitable.’ Has she
learnt the art of discretion now? ‘I’ve got to learn it,’ she says, with a groan. 

Having a baby is another knotty decision in the life of an actress. ‘You’re told, “Don’t get
pregnant” but also “Don’t leave it too long” because then you’re going to be an old maid. I’ve
been prehistoric in this industry since I was 25,’ she says drily. ‘The mixed messaging is rough and
has to be addressed.’ She hadn’t felt stressed by her biological clock ticking: ‘It was just suddenly
this self-permission comes over you that goes against all that messaging.’ 

I ask about her red carpet announcement, but the drawbridge comes up. ‘I don’t want to talk
about my personal life,’ she says, politely but �rmly. ‘I didn’t feel like I had to do anything,’ she
clari�es, but ‘it felt like [the pregnancy news] happened in the right way. [It is a] really, really, vital
moment where we’re talking about women and their autonomy when it comes to their bodies.’
The Roe v Wade reversal had been announced just days before, and she had no desire to ‘be cute’
about it. ‘I’m not into “announcements” or “reveals”,’ she adds. ‘I’m into trying to carry the
narrative as much as possible myself, rather than anyone else feeling like they have an exclusive on
my body.’ 



WEARING A DRESS BY RAMI AL ALI COUTURE AND JEWELLERY BY BOUCHERON Luc Braquet

At Anna Scher, Ashton says, ‘you were never allowed to use the words “fame” or “star”. They
were swear words.’ She plainly approves – so she’s not a star in any way? ‘Gimme a break!’ Is she a
bit like Adele, who has famously kept her privacy quite well? ‘I cannot put myself in the same
privacy conversation as Adele. But…’ She pauses. ‘I think it’s like any choice. You make it and then



do it as much as you can.’ I conclude by complimenting her ring. ‘Thank you,’ she smiles again.
‘And the wedding plans?’ I tease. She cringes. ‘Please don’t.’ 

On Broadway, Ashton pursued what she jokingly calls her ‘Zawessance – which no one asked for,
by the way’, she honks. She signed with new acting reps she felt more aligned with. ‘I said, “Look:
just send me the names of �edgling directors who are from under-represented backgrounds.” I felt
that’s where I’d be of most use.’ And she has apparently followed that to the letter, with
Maryland, The Marvels and, yes, Mr Malcolm’s List. 

Growing up, Ashton loved Austen but there was always an assumption that she would never
feature in those stories. ‘You just accept the status quo,’ she muses. ‘There’s this very strange
acceptance that is de�nitely tinged with sadness.’ It’s weird, she says. ‘You don’t necessarily realise
how long you’ve been locked out until you see the pendulum swing.’ There is certainly a swing
now, though – and when I ask if she worries it could be a trend, she is categorical: ‘This is where
Bridgerton comes in – because the language this industry understands is money.’ 

She recently went back to her old drama school in Manchester to address the students. ‘I can see
that opportunities for so many under-represented students are suddenly there. I don’t worry
about them the way I worried for myself – and that’s really lovely. Systemic racism isn’t going
anywhere fast. But they can imagine themselves in huge franchises, in the new Net�ix show, in the
lead in West End theatres.’ 



WEARING A DRESS BY RAMI AL ALI COUTURE AND JEWELLERY BY VAN CLEEF & ARPELS Luc
Braquet

Persuasion, by the way, is Ashton’s favourite Austen to read. She also adores the Emma �lm
starring Gwyneth Paltrow, and Clueless, its ’90s Californian cousin. But ‘I’m not really a Pride
and Prejudice girl’, she frowns. Not into Darcy? ‘No, too austere. People love that. I know friends
who are like, “I love how emotionally unavailable you are.” I’m like, “Oh gawd!”’ Those seeking a



tidbit could read in that a hint as to what she likes in Hiddleston. But it could also apply to her
relationship with the acting industry, which has long been her Mr Darcy: infuriating her,
misunderstanding her, undervaluing her worth. She seems to have a handle on it now, although
she has said she’ll quit acting a few times. She chuckles sanguinely at this. 

‘It’s the same as with marriage, isn’t it? You divorce multiple times in a long marriage: as long as
you never want to do it at the same time, you’ll probably be all right.’ She’s clearly in it for the
long haul.

The October issue is on sale 1 September. Subscribe now to get 3 issues for just £1, plus free home
delivery and free instant access to the digital editions.
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